WOLUME 15

Ehrd
Rage 1

T o
etlarn Outdoor

F o 11.;:::-11?;5_! hip

of ATnardca
Cictoboer 2006

Editor's Note

from: Kim Gipe Williams

Hi, from the mountainz of Coloradol
't trying my lewel hezt to get this
tnagazine out with the zame
profezzionalizm that Cathy has done,
and I'tn finding =he hag really hig
ghoeg to flll My narme 12 Kin and I'm a
Colorado native who, yes, haz lived
gotmneplace other than CO, but only for
11 yearsz, and then I couldn't stand it
any tnore and had to move home! [Whyr
wag it I left in the firstplace?!) I wowed
that zome day I'd live in theze "hille’
when I'waz a little girl and we would
vacaton and fizh ewery summer in
gotne wery ruzhc cabing around
Creede, CO, and I finallymade the
tnowe to thermn for good in late 1999,
Tod had a plan for me all along,
becauze a little over a year ago, He
brought me to a small church here in
theze hillz through my then-neizhbor,
real eztate agent and now-friend, Carol
EBrookesz, who then introduced me to
her huzhand, Mike, and hetre I am!

I lowve everything about this
orgatization and the meszage it
conweys... where elze 12 God’= heauty

o grand az in Hiz great outdoorz? 1

zee every tine [ take a drore, or 2kt or

take a walk in theze hillz, and for that
matter, certamnly with everyre-inachnent
Eendezvousz [yez, the black-powder
ghooting-type] thatmy Dad and [ attend, I
tind reazong to love God's beauty all over
ag Al

Welcome back to the magazine, and enjoy
our gtoriez. And, of you have any of your
owil, pleaze don't hegitate to zend them to

tne at cotn tnlurn@Bimen, corm.

Sincerely, Hitn

In Thi=z Izzues ---
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Greetings, Friends

by Mikce Brooks

Hunting geazon iz around the corner,
can you tnagine thatl I often wonder
how many new hunters will take to the
woode thie year, many willbe youth
hunters hunting with their grandpa's,
dad's, mome=, aunt, and unclez. The
exciternent of firet time hunters 1=
contagious, you actually et excited for
them, and why notl Icanremember
my nephews Eob and Fyan on their
tiret elk huntin Colorado lazt year.

I'tn zure they didn't 2leep a wink that
Friday night, all kinde of things racing
through thet minds, looking at thes
watchesz every 10 minutes, wizhing
that it wag 4:30am Saturday morning.
Tou khow the routine, we hawve all heen
there. I have many fond memories of
opening mornings. Az I liztened to the
boyz ag werode the ATV into the
valley below, one of the boyz wasz
asking the other did he have all his
gear, yep [ do. We tinallr zot to the
area we intended to hunt, itwas dark,
cold, and a wery gteep hill to climb.

Did any of ug get an elk, well no; did
any of uz hawve a chance to get an elk,

you bet we did. Elk mowe fast when they
know they are being stallked. The COFA
ell/ deer hunt waz a great titne and one
thatI will newer forget The purposze of
the hunt wag not just the hunting bhut
enjoying the great outdoors that God
tmade. Around the campiire you heard
testimonies, guitarz being played, and
hymnne heing sung. After all thiz waz a
hunt gponzored by Chrigtan Outdoor
Fellowzhip of America. Lirez change
when they attend one of our hunts;, zeemns
to e thatwhen a man knows he 12 out of
gortz with God, God zpeaks to hin, and
while zitting at an elk 2tand there iz lots
of tine to think and get to know your
tnaker a whole lot better.

callg from wives asking what happened

I hawve recenred

on the hunting frip; why, I would azk?. .
well my hughand 12 20 thoughtful, he'z a
changed perzon, he doezn't act the zame,
gotnething iz just different about him. He
wante to go to church and spend tine
with mel I gzet callz lke thiz all the tine;
ves, Jod mowves on men's hearte, lrres
change for the better at a COFA hunting

CAtnp.
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[cont'd]

We ate in the procezz of having Kim
Tipe Willamz take the helm of the
COFA E-mag. Cathy Channing did an
awezome job ower the past year, zhe 12
now getting mvolved in her women's
miniztry at her church. Thank you,
Cathy, for all the hard work you didl If
you hawve articles thatyou would like to
gend ug, zend therm along to Kin at
cominluwrdinen cotn and in the
gubject heading always include COFA
2o ghe knows ite for the COFA e-mag,

COFA needs ztoriez, hunting/ fishing
tipz, wild game recgpes, cartoons, how
to'z, stories on camping, hikmg,
ATVing, shooting, photograp by,

boating, etc.

Lotz of new and exciting changes are
happening in COFA's minizty, we will
hear from George Eeinbold report on
Colorade's Elkcamp in the City near
Denver, Colorado. Grizz will report on
the Chio Hillz Deercatmp in the Citr,
Chin'z firest event and we will hear
from Forrest Strickland on North
Carolina's Hunt/Fizh expo located
Kenangwille, NC. We are planning on
adding zeveral new citiez in the near

Greetings Friends

future If your interested in hogting an all
day event that will atiract 100'g-1000'z of
non believing hunters and

tizhertmen/ women to your event and hear
the gozpel, contact Mike Brooks at

303 456 0555, Thi= iz a greatministry
tool to reach out to all the hunters and
tizher people in your area. We are looking
for men/ women who hawe the wizion to
reach out to everyone in the community,

no matter how big or small itz

Many COFA memberz will he in the
woodz and waterz thiz month; we need to
keep all outdoor enthusziasts in owr
prayers, for safety and protecton. Pray
for thoze who will attend COFA hunts this
tall, that will hear the gozpel around the
catnptre Many non-believers will attend
geveral hunte this year. [ hope you all do

well in the woods, be zafe and hawe fun.

Jod blezs and take care, zee you on the
trail

M ike
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Blackpowder Bear

kv Dale Nelzon

Thiz particular hunt that U'm writing
about took place way back in the fall of
1982 or 83, Thiz iz the only bear I've
ever tnade into meat and hide in my &9
years, #0 [ do hawve to go back over 20
vears to be able to tell a perzonal hear
hunting story.

In thoze daye my traditional
muzzloading hunting partner was a
fellow named Mike Neshitt Mike had
been doing zome hear hunting with a
profezzional hunter named Jezze
Cazwell up in hiz home ztate of
Waghington, When Jegze brought his
dogz down zouth to gouthern Oregon,
Mike called and told me to meet him
outzide of Grantz Pasze in the small
town of Cave Junction for a bear hunt
Meedlezs to zay, [ jumped at the
chance. With Mike's drections to
Jezze'z camp, [ drowve on down pulling
i1 late in the afternoon. Mike
introduced me to Jezze and hi= wife,
and I got my gear =towed in the tent.
Bear geason and deer geazon were
going on at the game time, and Jegze
guggezted that we do an evening hunt

right out of carnp. Jezze told us that

ok

day before not tar

he'd =zeen

a hear

from camp. [ had a bear and a deer tag,
and =o did Mike, zo we made an evening
hunt in the direction that Jezze had
indicated. We were walking down a
narrow frail through zome mixed oak and
tir ttnber m the failing hght In the
digtance waz an open meadow with lots
tnore light than where we were in those
treez, zo we wanted to hunt the edgesz of
that grasze land. Buthefore we got to the
clearing thiz black bear was ztanding
gtill, ju=t zlightly hehind and to the right
of a little madrone tree that wasz only
large ennough to be called a buzh at that
tirne. I froze in my tracks, zighting down
the 36 inch harrel of iy 62 caliber cap
lock rifle. Mike wag ztanding cloze
behind me u=zing a stage whizper, zaying,
“Bhoot, ghoot, ghoooooooooot™ God was
with me that day, becauze that's the only
pozzible explanation of why I didn’tblow
a hole in a burnt stamp. I I had of fired I
would newer hawe heard the end of it - I'm
afraid I would have heen old stump killer
for ewer more. By the tine we were done
with that, itwaz getting too dark for zafe

hunting and we retired to camp.
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Blackpowder Bear

[cont'd)

The next morning Jezze's wife treated
uz to bacon and egge, frezh home made
bizcuite, and strong — very strong - 1
mean really strong black coffee. Then
we were off on the bear hunt. Jezze’s
dogz were mostly crozz-bred Walkers
and Plottz, well fed and rock hard,
ready to hunt

Some people frown on hunting with
dogz. They zay ifz like killing a pig in
the pen. T've only done it once, but
trom that limited experience I'd zay
they are plutnb wrong Letme tell you,
hunting with dogz iz a thrill nota
pig-in-a-poke trpe of thing,

The hillz are zteep, the canyons deep
and the underbruzh thick. We found
cold tracks, we had a large bear zet
away, but on the third day Boomer, the
gtrike dog, hit a hot track and the race
wag on. For thoze anti-dog hunting
doubters, or anyone that haz never
hunted with dogz — when that dog
gtrikes a hot gcent and the pack 1z off -
that zound i2 an experience that
harkens to our wery rootz ag human
beings. It iz the zound of the primesal

hunt, and even a= [ fype thiz I'm gething

googe burmps - 20 plus years later! The
hunt wag worth that inztant to me, the
actual takeing of the hunted aninal was
zort of anticlimmactic. To me, it proves
that dogs didn’t evolve from wolrez and
coyotez; God made dogz on purpose
becauze hwnang needed the extra help
that only a dog can give.

Thiz partcular hear, a two-hundred
pound zow with a rich brown coat would
not tree. We were finally able to intercept
her in the bottorm of a canyon. In logging
circlez, the small trees that are planted in
a logged owver unit are called “re-prod.”™
Thiz bear came walking out of zome
Christmas tree zized re-prod onto the old
gkid road that we were ztanding on,
walking towardsz uz looking ower her
ghoulder at the dogz, which by now had
guit baying and were just tagzing along
worrying the hear. In the dim morning
lisht of that canyon, zhe looked every bit
lkke amine tunnel with a dense green
background, doge on each =ide of her.

My rifle waz cocked and the back trigger
zet, | waz holding my breath and my
heart waz beating ke a frip harmmer. I

centered my open =izhtz on the mine
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tuninel that was hardly 30 yardez away,
then uzed lezz than a ounce of
prezeure on the front frigger, and the
bear dizappeared into a cloud of white
gmoke. When the smoke cleared, the
bear waz on itz back and the dogz were
on the bear and Jezze wasz right there
making zure that she wasn™ alive
enough to hurt one of the dogz. The
ball had pazzed through the hear’s
right ghoulder, angling through the
length of her body and exited out her
left harm. She had =till had enough

Blackpowder Bear

[cont'd)

tight left that Jezze wanted to he on the
zgafe =ide, and he finighed her off hefore I
could get reloaded. The hear’s meat haz
long ago been eaten up, but the head 1=
mounted, and on the wall above me, as I
type thiz Hunting with doge in Cregon i=
now illegal, which iz really too bad,
becauze itz truly a thrill that I think
anyone that likez to hunt gshould

EXperience.

The author built the 62 caliber cap lock
rifle he uzed in thiz bear hunt
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It waz & o'clock Bundaymorning. 1
had akeady been to the local 7/ 11
and poured down =ome coffee and
picked up a few =zmall sandwhiches
and zoda for the boy=. [ zot zome ice,
chipz, suwnmy bears, and a few zlin
Jin’s - anything thata 28 year old
gon and a7 year old grandzon could
handle while out fizhing for a few
hours, When I got to the bait ztore,
there wasg a friendly face to greet me.
There waz plenty of shrimp. and they
were big onez too. Ifwe didn’t catch
tmaty fizh, we would take them home
and eat them. There were zome
whoppers, Izotd dozen shrimp along
with zome pin fizh [real good baif.
Off I went to the boat.

Fortanatelr, I live in Florida and hawve
tmy hoaton a lift in the back yard of a
friend ot mine When you're ready to
go, you drop your boat into the water
and off you go. S0 Iloaded up the
gupplies, lowered the boat, and
cranked it up. My 115 Ewinrude zat
and purred along while I waited for
the crew to get there. By the time I
rigged up the rodsz with zome new
leaderz and hooksz, the hoye came

A Beautiful day fishing

with son and grandson; by: Bob Brooks

N
around the corner and my grandson zaid,
“Papa look at my new tackle hox™ He wasz

go excited I could hardly waitmyezelf to
leawe the dock.

So we looked over hie new tackle hox. I
told hin, “Let’= put a penny in it for good
luck™ You could zee themagic in hiz eyes
ag I placed the penny in hiz tackle box.
He then showed e hiz wortmns, floaters,
lure’s, weightz, and hooks, and then he
gaid, “T even got zome chew™ and with a
big zmile, he opened up a zmall container,
and sure enough, he had a little can
which looked lke snuft He opened it and
there it waz, full of bubble gum chipe, he
langhed out loud like he pulled 2omething
owver e I was laughing az well, and he
knew he had gotten tne on thatone, g0 1
gaid, "Letz zo and fizh. We are burning
daylight; it's 7:05am!".

Az we left the dock and were riding down
the canal to get to the Caloozahatchee
Errer towards the Gulf of Mexico (26 miles
down river], Itmade gure thatmy
srandzon, Avery, knew the rulez of boat
zgatety. I showed hin where every item
that would make a trip zafe waz, az are
the laws of Florida and the Coaszt Guard.
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It's good to teach the kide at an early
age the wnportance of hoat zafety and
the rulez, =o they can carry on the
rulez for thew kide and protect the

water wayz of the great state of Florida.

We ran out of bait around 2:00pm; we
all had a great day. My grandzon
learned a great deal about fishing, hoat

gatety, and enjoying the day with hiz

Glimpezes From The Past
(100 Vearz Azo
Cct 14, 1906

Dack hunters must be careful in
regard to the manner in which they
purzue thew gamme, The law zays
plainly that no bhoat of any kind dare
be uzed. Formerly row boats were
allowahle, hut according to the new
prowvizionsz, all boate and pursue
apparatuz of any kind will he
confizcated if hunterz are caught using
themn.

For the benefit of gportemen the new

law iz guoted below:

“It ghall be unlawiul and it & hereby

prohibited any perzon or perzons to

A Beautiful day fishing with son and grandson

[cont'd]

dad and grandpa [ wanted to teach him
about the great outdoors and that he
ghould take care of thiz sreat treazure
Jod haz given uz. He has to pasze thie on
to hiz kide and grand kids.

I challenge all of you to take your kids
tizhing and enjoy the Gods great

outdoors.

uze in the purzuit of any wild duck,
googe, brant or any other aguatic fowl,
upon the waterz of thiz 2tate, any gneak
boat, or boatz propelled by an oar or oars
operated from the zides or gtern of such
boat, or any zailboat, or boat propelled by
gtearn, naphtha, electric, or other engine
or tnachinery, or any battery, zink box or
ginilar desrice, or to kil or atternpt to kill
while occupying or uging any zuch boat,
box or other device outzide of heyond the
natural cowver or leaves, reeds, grasze or
other wegetation growing abowve the water,
aty wild googe, duck, hrant or other
aguatic fowl Any perzon who ghall
violate any of the proviziong of this
gection zhall be punizhed by a fine of not
lezz than twenty-five dollarg or more than
tittyr dollare or by tnprizomwnent in the
county jail not leze than ten daysz or more
than thirty dayz, in the dizcretion of the

court.”™
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Plant a seed and it could grow into a Trophy
by Jim Ferguson

The golden daye of October were
comming to an end, and the harsh days
of Mowvember loomed on the horizon ag
the gecond combined zeazon came to
an end in the S3an Juan Mountains of
Colorado. It would be just a few days
tnore when Jozhua Ferguszon would be
free to hunt elk on hiz own instead of
suiding hunters from zomewhere hack
east. He enjoyed guiding for the Four
Diatnond Outfitters, although at 16
years old, he had hiz fill of greenhorne.
Three weeksz of packing their gear in
and theiw trophies out getting up and
talkeing hunters out at the crack of
dawn, helping with chores around
catng, and whatever elze wasz needed,
wore hitn out. He wag looking forward
to the tine when he could hunt by
hineelf and take hiz fret bull

Hiz hunterz were always full of
excitetnent when they zot to camp.
He'd hear ztories of all the great things
they had done and all of the wonderful
thinge they were going to do. Dinner
tirne was hiz favorite time of the day.
Sitting around the campfire atter a long

day liztening to theze captaine of

indusgtry tell their =tories of the days
hunt, and he ezpecially lked it when his
hunters were zuccezzful, thet stories

would become even more exciting by the

way they told thew ztories.

Sometitnes after hearing them, he
wondered if he was even with them on the
hunt. Therecanting of the eventz were
always in order, bhut their embellizhment
with zmellz, zounds and pauzez at the
right tine made Joghua long for the bme
when he would be able to tell hiz story
about taking one of the monster bulle of

the San Juans

gnow wag starting to fall az he led the
pack gtring out of the mountaine for the

lazt titne., Tomorrow would be the opener
tor the third combined zeazon He wasz

only three miles away in digtance, but a

life tine away from hiz firet elk hunt.

Thiz znow ghould have come earlier than
it did. The laztweek of the hunt, only
two of hiz hunters were zuccezziul The
tall had been dry and warm. Joghua
knew that good weather means bad
hunting on the dark zide of the mountain,

He welcomed every znowilake and often
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tried to catch them in hiz mouth az he
tode Emma, hiz half-rmustang crozs
Shewaz a work horze. Mot only was
ghe a good lead horze, but ghe alzo
packed.

Az the zun went down, the schoolbus
gtopped outfront. Trawiz gotoffin a
hurry. He gzaw Emna in the corral and
knew hiz brother waz back from the
mountaine and dinner tonight would
be zpecial Mom alwaysz made
Jozhua'z favorite meal when he came
out the lazt time. Fried chicken,
maghed potatoesz, wilted lettuce zalad,
and hot apple pie would be on the
table Az they zat around the table,
Jozhua told of the hunters and thew
guccegzez, and sometitmnes failures.
They all laughed when they heard
aboutone hunter that fell off hiz horze,
but then they listened in adm#ation as
Jozhua told of how the hunter had
gone into inzulin ghock, causing them
to zpend the night on the mountain
where he kept the hunter warm az he
wrapped hin in blanketz, while
keeping a fire hlazing untl a liteflizht
helicopter could come . Traviz

liztened in intently a=z he heard how his

Plant a seed and it could grow into a Trophy

[cont'd]

bi brother wag a hero. Joghua zomehow
becarmne larger than life to thiz 14 year old
boy.

"Jozhua, are you going hunhng
totmorrow ?", he asked. "You het”, he
replied. "Do you remetnber what you zaid
the lazt time you came home? You zaid
you would take me hunting and we'd zo
atter Big Boy." Big Boy waz a 5x5 bull
that uzually ztayed near Scottyz Pines, a
place named after one of the hunters that
catne to the ranch. ,Thiz wa=z hard for
Jozhua Hewanted to get hiz firetelk,
fiot take hiz kid hrother. "Yeah, I
remeamnber, Trawviz," he gaid reluctantly,
"but Iwant you to know [ want to get Big
Boy and ag zpooky az he ig, we'll have to
bewvery quiet!" At thiz point Traviz didn’t
care who got the bullbecauze all he really
wanted waz to go hunting with his
brother. Jozhua =zaid, "Late zeazon el
are the mozt difficult to get, and we’re got
to be wery, very quiet " Experience hasz
taught hitn that durmng thiz final zeazon
they won't comme to a call;, they™we heen
ghotator heard the difference in the
goundz of people and wehiclez and theyte
suszpect of any noize or anything that'’s
not natural.


















